
August 25, 2014 

 

Dear Robotics Club Student and Parent: 

 

Griffith Middle School is forming the team to compete in First Lego League fall 2014 competition.  

First Lego League is a robotic competition that takes place around the world.  However, we will be 

competing locally.  The team can consist of up to 10 students, ages 9-14 years old.  Due to this, 8th 

graders and eligible high school students will get preference for selection, but there will be room for 

some 7th graders on the team. 

 

We are looking for students who have participated in at least one session of Robotics Club and are in-

terested in competing as a team. 

 

The team will meet twice a week starting Monday August 25th and continuing to competition time in 

November.  If a student is involved in fall sports,  being on the First Lego League Team will probably 

not work for their schedule.  If a student cannot participate on the team, there will be a separate Robot-

ics Club and events later in the school year for they can be involved. 
 

What is First Lego League?  It's a robotic competition that challenges kids 

to think like scientists and engineers.  Competitions take place in over 80 countries,  

involving over 230,000 students!  Each year the competition has a different "Real 

Word" theme.  Teams will build, test, and program an autonomous robot using 

LEGO MINDSTORMS® to solve a set of missions in the Robot Game.  They will 

also choose and solve a real-world problem in the Project.  Throughout their  

experience, teams will operate under FLL’s signature set of Core Values. 
 

 

What is this year's theme?  FLL World Class  - Students 

will redesign how we gather knowledge and skills in the 21st century. 

Teams will teach adults about the ways that kids need and want to 

learn.  Get ready for a whole new class – FLL WORLD CLASS!  But 

that is all we know for now,  the details of the competition  

challenge is released on August 26th, 2014. 

 
 

What is expected of an FLL Team Member? 
• The team competes in 4 categories: Robot Game, Robot Design, Project and Core Values.  This is 

not just a robot competition. 
• Team members may need to do research outside of scheduled team meetings. 
• Team members must work together and be supportive and encouraging to each other. 
• At competitions, the team will meet in front of numerous panels of judges.  Team members must be 

willing to speak and answer questions.  The team will be giving presentations and perhaps a skit.  

All team member must  participate and speak, in order for the team to score well. 

 

Please see next page for the team schedule and requirements 
This year we anticipate having more students interested in being on Team 

Panther-botz than the allowable maximum of 10 members.  It is important for 

students and parents to fill out the attached paperwork, so I can see the  

students availability for the season. 
         Thanks,  

         Mrs. Dudlicek, Coach Team Panther-botz 
    



Team Panther-botz 2014: 

If there is anything about your schedule that I need to know, please explain: 
 

 

Volunteers Needed: 

 

Parents if you are interested in  

volunteering to help in coaching the 

GMS Robotics Team, please let me 

know. 
 

Absolutely no experience necessary.  

The kids do the work, but chaper-

ones are needed. 

 

Contact Gracia Dudlicek at  

gracia.d@att.net  

text or call at (219) 689-2514 

PRACTICE: Team Panther-botz will practice twice a week.  Practices will be on Mondays 

and Wednesdays from 3 pm to 4:30 pm, starting Monday August 25th and will continue 

through competition date of November 23rd.  Practice for an FLL competition is of the same 

importance of practicing for an athletic team.  Students must have a high level of commitment. 

 

COMPETIONS:  Attendance at competitions is extremely important.  Students must commit 

now to the competition dates.  If you cannot commit to the competitions, then you may not be 

selected for the team.  So please look at the dates carefully and let me know if they work for 

you.  We always arrange carpool travel for competitions.  Parent attendance is optional. 

 

TEAM RULES and RESPECT:  Coaching Team Panther-botz is a volunteer position.  I love 

to volunteer my time to be involved in this program.  However, all team members are suppose 

to follow rules and show me and other teammates respect.  If this doesn't happen, the student 

will be replaced on the team.  One strict rule I have is that cell phones are not to be used and 

shall be turned off during practice and competitions.  There are some team members that used 

their phones during last years competitions, and they will not be allowed on the team this year.  

If a student feels they must use there phone they must speak to me first about it. 

Please check the following that you are able to attend: 

 

__ Practices on Mondays and Wednesdays 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm (if you can not be at 

 full practice time, please explain below) 

 

__ Hammond Invitational FLL Tournament  

 SATURDAY NOVEMBER 8, 2014 7:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 

__ FLL Regional Qualifying Tournament at IUN in Gary, IN (Mandatory attendance) 

 SUNDAY NOVEMBER 23, 2014  10:00 am to 6:00 pm 

 

__ (Possible competition if we advance) FLL State Championship in Fort Wayne, IN 

 SATURDAY DECEMBER 14, 2014  7:00 am to 5:00 pm  

Please sign below that you have read to all the Team Panther-botz info: 
 

Student Signature:  _____________________ 

Parent Signature:  ______________________ 


